COALVILLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1953. 


May,  1954. 


Municipal  Offices, 
Coalville. 


COALVILLE  URBAI^  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 


Including  the  Report  of  the 
CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  1953* 


HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMffTTEE 


at  31st  December  1953 


Chairman: 

Councillor  R.H.E,  Glover 


Vice-Chairman : 

Councillor  Mrs.  Griffin,  J.P. 


« 

Councillors  Mrs.  V.M.  Smith,  Curtis,  Kemp,  Moore,  Moult 

and  Wil3ji. 


Ex-officio:  Councillor  A.  Roome,  J.P.  (Chairman  of  the  Council) 
Councillor  F.A.  Smith  (Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 


Medical : 

Andrew  Hamilton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.?I. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) . 


Sanitary  Inspectors: 

H.  I-hmter,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

N.A.  Shutes,  C.R.S.I.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.P.  Davies,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Clerical  Staff: 

W.K.B.  Tracey. 


V '-.r.-  . . ■ ’''V /•H>/>':'*'V"  - ‘f 

/'iV '-^.y  ■ -.  ^ ^ 

.!v?: 


teV'  ''.r:^ujM 


rj.  r ■ . • • • • 

. f • . . - r 

S,.; 


••  '”  ...... 

.■. 

W,-  v>5ii3£S‘.‘ 

■ . ■.,  ■■  . . . , 5^jic  k 

' ■•■■•*  ' V >*  • - ggnA*^- 

^ • r^V. -^v,-^r 


« T >*••  _ * * ■r  • • > » ^ 7 ^ ^ ^ ■ 

•;  ■ : ■ .i.  •?:  )’-.ipit»’<'i.  V ^ 


•'■  .*;  ■ .\.  ,,  -5-  .*- 

, _ • ♦,  . i % „■ -*.  iWi-  ; 

’ ‘ 

v>-^^  ■ • JHM_  w 


Public  Health  Department, 
1/hinicipal  Offices, 
Coalville. 


To  : The  Coalville  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  1953* 

The  Report  continues  to  follow  the  instructions  contained 
in  Circular  42/51  dated  10.12.51,  from  the  I^ULnistry  of  Health,  as 
suggested  in  Circular  l/54  dated  12.1.54. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Surveyor  and  V/ater  Engineer  for 
information  supplied  respecting  public  water  supplies,  sewerage  and 
public  cleansing,  and  for  ready  co-operation  in  many  ways.  I have 
also  to  thank  the  Cliief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  every  member  of  the 
staff  of  the  Department  for  their  enthusiasm  and  co-operation  throu^out 
the  year. 


And  I would  again  thank  you,  Mr  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council,  for  your  continued  consideration  and  courtesy, 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


May  1954. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAJ.,  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (1951  census) 

Population  (est,  middle  1953) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1953) 
Rateable  value  (1953) 

Product  of  Id  rate  (1953) 


6,511 
25,739 
25,630 
7,446 
£119, 13S 
£465 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births : 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

205 

208 


F. 

175 

180 


Total . 
380 
8 

388 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  mid.  1953  - 15*1 

Adjusted  Rate  - 15.2 


Still  Births : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

1 

1 


F. 

5 


Total 

6 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  Still)  births  --  15.2 
Adjusted  Rate  - 15^3 


Deaths ; 


M. 

163 


F. 

125 


Total . 
288 


Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  population  mj.d,  1953  - 11.2 

Adjusted  Rate  - 12.3 

Internal  Mortality; 

Rato  per  1000  Total  (live  and  still)  births  - 0 

Dea.th  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1000  live  birbhs  25^7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  l.egitimate  live  births  27 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (ell  ages  ) 52 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0 

2. 


4 


* ^ ' i/'? 


; *♦  V ..$ 


V _» 

.♦ 


'■% 


•'X 


i'  ' ^Ih'-  • .'  .r'' 


It'V-'v 


:./••  V-* 


•A 


V.?i1 


»•»  ji 


Li * , • • , ‘^^Will 


rA’wfJ 


o_:--  -:S.!'>f 
r'C' 


-AI  * • 1 . - ^ _ , 'L  ^Va  * 


• ■'  • r-'v  V 

.V-^  ',^  •..  * . • - y -■  V 


■ ;' " fi.'z  - ' 7»sd' o'.' ,-■,+ •/ 


' ' ^i<  C f>  / i r • ■. . y 


v-3^VVv 

. W * j 

* .-  ■ '•»*,  *,  * 


* (-,•'•  ‘»  N* . ..,;  A, 


■>A  6,  ; 


v-*TYm' 


.■9-v 


m 


r»' 


ffS-a 


&.«*<■ 


»rc  ; uv^v 


. -A  ,'■ 


■r'r 


' k I 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HE.ALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A comprehensive  review  of  the  above  was  given  in  annual 
report  for  1951^  and  viiilst  there  have  been  very  few  changes  since  then, 
a short  summary  of  the  services  now  available  is  given  below.  All  are 
provided  by  the  County  Council,  except  viiere  otherwise  indicated. 

In  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service,  four  viiole-time  midmves 
and  two  nurse-midwives  are  engaged.  The  privately  owned  nursing  home, 
situated  in  London  Road,  provides  accommodation  for  private  patients  and 
by  arrangement  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  for  "Sta.te''  patients. 
Unfortunately,  the  owner  found  it  necessary  to  close  down  for  the  last 
six  months  of  the  year  for,  I under s'band,  private  reasons,  but  it  was 
expected  to  re-open  again  in  January  1954»  The  absence  of  local 
facilities  of  this  kind  for  half  the  year  proved  a considerable  dis- 
advantage to  expectant  mothers  vdio  could  not  arrange  to  be  confined  in 
their  own  homes . 


The  health  visiting  and  home  nursing  services  continued  as 
before,  six  nurses  being  engaged  in  the  latter,  four  i^^ole-time  and  two 
as  nurse  midwives.  A diabetic  health  visitor  is  engaged  in  the  former. 


The  ambulance  service  is  based  on  the  depot  in  Avenue  Road, 
Coalville.  During  1952,  the  vdiole  County  service  dealt  with  93^085 
patients,  with  a total  mileage  of  8i^2,863  miles  and  the  Coalville  depot 
itself  dealt  with  14,863  patients,  mileage  122,876,  a substantial 
proportion  of  the  Oriole,  contributed  to  largely  by  the  distance  from 
Coalville  to  the  various  hospitals.  Coal  Board  ambulances,  for 
accidents  occurring  in  and  about  the  pits,  are  stationed  at  Nailstone 
and  Moira,  both  depots  being  outside  your  area. 

No  accommodation  of  the  nature  of  County  Homes  and  Institutions, 
or  for  the  care  of  the  Chronic  Sick  (Regional  Hospi'bal  Board)  is  situated 
within  your  area.  Much  delay  is  stillL  encountered  in  securing  admission 
to  this  type  of  accommodation  in  most  cases. 


In  the  Health  Centre,  Bridge  Road,  Coalville  Idie  following 
services  are  available :- 


School  Clinic 
Dental  Clinic 
Ante-natal  Clinic 
Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Infant  V/elfare  Centre 


Mondays  9.30  to  noon. 

Saturday  mornings  by  appointment 
Tuesdays  9.30  a.m. 

Monday  2 p.rn. 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 

Tuesdays  2.30  p.m. 
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other  Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  at:- 

WhitwLck  Primitive  Schoolroom  Ifondays  2.30  p.m. 

EUistown  Old  Church  School  1st  and  3rd  Thursdays  2 p.m. 

Hugglescote  Baptist  Room  2nd  and  i).th  Mondays  2.30  p.m. 

The  Chest  Clinic,  previously  held  at  the  Health  Centre,  and 
provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  now  held  at  Markfield 
Sanatorium.  The  new  arrangement  appears  ‘bo  have  worked  veiy  well. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  is  administered  from  187  Forest  Road, 

Coalville . 


Nursing  equipment,  by  arrangement  be tureen  the  County  Council 
and  the  British  Red  Cross  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  may  be 
hired  through  lirs.  Bates,  l+Q  Berrisford  Street,  Coalville. 

No  hospital  is  situated  within  your  area.  It  is  desirable  that 
some  provision  of  this  kind,  even  on  a small  scale,  should  be  made  for 
general  medical  and  surgical  cases,  as  well  as  for  midwifery  cases,  whilst 
some  accommodation  locally  for  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick 
would  be  of  considerable  value. 

I think  it  is  worth  while  drawing  attention  to  the  increase  in 
medical  man-power  which  has  taken  place  within  the  area  since  the 
inception  of  the  National  Health  Service.  There  are  now  15  general 
practitioners  residing  or  having  surgeries  within  your  area,  with  an 
additional  four  residing  on  the  periphery  but  with  parts  of  their 
practices  within  your  district. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Groby  Road,  Leicester,  and  the  service  was  made  good  use 
of  during  the  year. 

During  1953  the  following  examinations  were  carried  out  for 
your  authority; 


Blood 

1 

Throat  and  nose  swabs 

6 

Faeces  and  Urine 

U 

Sputa 

164 

Milk 

162 

Ice-Cream 

19 

V.'ater 

46 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

liiscellaneous 

29 

Total  4G6 


No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 » 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUI''S TANGES  OF  IHE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPL.Y. 


The  public  water  supply  for  the  area  is  obtained  from  the 
new  red  sandstone  measures  overl3ang  the  coal  measures,  water  being 
pumped  from  boreholes  and  pit  shafts  sunk  into  and  tlirough  these  measures 
respectively.  These  public  supplies  are  situe.ted  at  Broom  Leys  Pumping 
Station,  Holly  Hayes  Pumping  Station,  Vhitvdck  Colliery  and  Ellis town 
Colliery,  and  all  water  from  these  sources  is  chlorinated,  the  SLlistown 
and  V.hitvdck  Colliery  supplies  a]-So  being  filtered. 

The  average  dail;,''  output  from  these  sources  during  the  j^-ear 

was : 


Broom  Leys  ...  ...  263,000  galls . 

Holly  Hayes  ...  ...  132,000  galls. 

Whitwick  and  ELlistown  Collieries  ...  372,000  galls 

The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  the  various  sources 
during  the  year  was  290,74B,000  gallons,  an  increase  of  3,330,000  gallons 
compared  with  1932. 

33,103,000  gallons  were  supplied  in  bulk  to  hlarket  Bosworth 
Rural  District  Council,  a decrease  of  831,000  gallons  on  the  1932 
figures . 

Daily  consumption  for  the  Urban  area  for  all  purposes  averaged 
27.4  gallons  per  head  of  the  population. 

V^ork  on  the  sinking  and  lining  of  both  boreholes  at  Holly  Hayes, 
Whitvdck,  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  erection  of  pumphouses 
over  the  two  boreholes  is  well  in  hand. 

Two  submersible  borehole  pumps  have  been  delivered  and  are 
awaiting  installation  as  soon  as  the  buildings  are  completed. 

Following  further  representations  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  approva].  has  nov;  been  received  to  proceed  witi-i  the 
provision  of  a water  supply  to  the  V/arren  Hills  Area,  work  upon  t\iiich  is 
anticipated  to  be  carried  out  during  1934- 
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The  reciuired  standard  of  purity  for  a public  water  supply 
was  maintained  during  1953*  13  samples  of  rav/  (untreated)  water  and 

20  of  treated  water  going  into  supply  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year,  with  the  following  results:- 


Whitwick 

Colliery 

Ellistown 

Colli  erj?" 

Holly  Hayes 

Broom  Leys 

Pumping 

Station 

Distribution 
points 
in  the  area. 

Raw. 

Treat 

Raw.  Treat. 

Raw.  Treat. 

Raw.  Treat 

1- 

4- 

1-  5- 

1 

1 

1-  4- 

2- 

14- 

samples  of  *raw' 

water,  one  from 

each  of  the  four  sources  of 

supply  were  examined  during  the  year.  Chemically  the  samples  were 
reported  as  being  of  satisfactory  purity  end  free  from  metallic 
contamination,  the  degrees  of  hardness  being  as  follows:- 


Broom  Leys  Holly  Hayes  VJIiitwick  C.  Ellistown  C. 
Permanent  25.0  10.0  3S.0  40.0 

Temporary  20.0  15  iO  22.0  25.0 

7,368  houses  in  the  area,  accommodating  25,416  persons,  have 
an  internal  water  supply  direct  from  the  public  mains,  and  14.  houses 
are  supplied  from  standpipes  or  taps  in  outbuildings. 

74  houses,  inc3-uding  some  outlying  farms,  have  no  water  supply 
from  public  sources,  most  of  these  being  outside  the  range  of  existing 
mains . 


l6  samples  of  water  from  private  wells  were  subnltted  for 
examination  during  the  year,  only  2 of  these  being  reported  as 
satisfactory.  The  other  14  samples  showed  the  wells  concerned  to  bo 
polluted  and  in  all  cases  notices  were  served  reejuiring  the  provision 
of  a wholesome  wa,ter  supply,  or  where  this  was  impossible  the  necessity 
of  boiling  the  water  before  use. 

3 wells  were  closed  during  the  year  end  the  houses  concerned 
supplied  from  the  public  water  mains . 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWETJiGE. 


There  is  every  possibility  that  in  1954  permission  will  be 
obtained  from  the  tlinistry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  proceed 
with  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Melbourne  Road,  Ravenstone 
area.  When  this  is  coinpleted  and  all  the  houses  connected,  a long 
outstanding  nuisance  will  be  abated. 

As  a certain  amount  of  new  development  has  been  planned  at 
Parsonwood  IUll,  VJhitwick,  a new  length  of  180  yards  of  9”  and  140 
yards  of  6"  diameter  sewer  has  been  laid  in  this  area.  This  will 
enable  us  to  go  ahead  with  one  or  tw'o  outstanding  conversions  in  this 
particular  neighbourhood. 

Plans,  specifications  and  bills  of  quantities  have  been 
prepared  for  the  min  drainage  scheme  for  the  Northern  Area  and  it  is 
hoped  to  let  the  contracts  for  the  trunk  sewer  between  Greenhill  Road 
and  Snarrows  Sewage  Farm  early  in  1954* 

Mning  subsidence  continues  to  disturb  the  levels  of  both 
sewers  and  drains  and  requires  the  constant  attention  of  your  officers. 
The  damage  often  entails  the  complete  reconstruction  of  the  system  with 
a conseq^uent  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  and  interviews.  Close 
co-operation  continues  to  exist  between  'the  National  Coal  Board,  the 
Contractors  and  the  officers  of  the  department. 

There  are  still  a number  of  properties  in  your  district  vdth 
unsatisfactory  drainage  facilities.  In  the  majority  of  cases  however 
there  is  no  public  sewer  available  and  it  would  appear  an  uneconomical 
proposition  to  provide  one.  In  such  cases  steps  are  being  taken  to 
improve  the  existing  arrangements  by  the  provision  of  propei-  cesspools 
or  small  sewage  treatment  plants  vtiere  suitable  outfalls  are  available 
into  which  the  effluents  can  be  passed. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANS IICt  AND  SALVAGE. 


Public  cleansing  and  scavenging  are  under  the  control  of  your 
Surveyor,  these  services  being  provided  for  the  vjhole  of  the  area. 

Six  motor  refuse  collection  vehicles  are  employed  for  this  purpose, 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  maintained  during 
1953  with  a regular  collection  of  nightsoil  ~ weekly  for  pail  closets 
and  every  L/6  weeks  for  middens.  Ptefuse  is  disposed  of  by  "contixDlled" 
tipping,  the  tips  being  situated  at  Hugglescote,  V\ihitvack  and  Ashby 
Road,  Coalville. 

A separate  weekly  collection  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  salvage 
is  made  from  shops,  factories  and  offices. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  refusp  is  also  carried  out 
by  your  Council.  In  the  cases  of  properties  with  a rateable  value  of 
£75  or  under,  1 free  bin  is  allowed  per  week,  and  for  properties  over  £75 
rateable  value,  2 free  bins  per  week.  All  additional  bins  are  charged 
at  6d  each,  quantities  in  excess  being  charged  on  a "cost  plus"  basis. 

Applications  for  cesspool  cleansing  services  are  referred  to 
a neighbouring  Authority  for  the  use  - on  a direct  re-chargeable  basis  - 
of  their  Gulley  & Cesspool  Emptier, 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the 

year  was : - 


Dus  tbins 

Ashpits,  middens  and  pails 
Market 


13,457  tons 
563  tons 
104  tons. 
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SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  follovd.ng  tables  show  the  total  notifications  after 
correction  under  age  groups,  the  rates  per  1,000  population,  and  the 
deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 


NOTIFICATIONS 


Age 

■" — — — — - - -1 

Scarlet 

Fever 

{ 

1/Vhooping 

Cough 

Acute  P 
Paralytic 

1 

olioniyelitis__^  i.  T/rea  sles 
Non-Paralyticj 

Diphtheria 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

“Under 

1 

year 

7 

1 

23 

15 

1-2 

2 

3 

8 

11 

76 

81 

3-4 

6 

4 

13 

13 

1 

133 

120 

5 - 9 

14 

14 

11 

14 

192 

201 



H 

0 

1 

1 

: H 

1 

; 

2 

5 

1 

6 

1 

-4- 

1 

ITN 

H 

1 

1 

2 

25^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Age 

Unknown 

1 

1 

Total 

CM 

27 

40 

41 

2 

433 

421 

51 

81 

2 



854 

/Notifications  cont'd. 
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Rates  per  1,000  Population. 


England 

Coalville 

160  smaller  towns 

and 

Urban 

(resident  pojp.  25,000 

Wales 

Dis  trict 

50,000  at  1951  census 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

o;oo 

0:00 

Paratyphoid  fever 
Meningococcal 

o:oi 

0.00 

0.01 

infection 

0.03 

0:00 

0:03 

Scarlet  fever 

1:39 

1:99 

1:44 

Whooping  Cou^ 

3.58 

3:16 

3.38 

Diphtheria 

0:01 

0:00 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0:03 

0:13 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0:00 

0:00 

Measles 

12.36 

33.32 

12:32 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Polio: 

0:84 

2:73 

0:76 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0:07 

0:06 

Non-paralytic 

0.04 

0.00 

0.04 

Food  poisoning 

o;24 

0.03 

0:24 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

18.23(a) 

2:5  (a) 

12, 46(a) 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births, 


DEATHS 


Total 

Under 

1 year 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

7 

2 

2 

3 

DIPHTHERIA. 

V 

During  the  year  no  cases  of  this  disease  v;ere  notified. 

Dr.  Gibson,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  kindlj^ 
supplied  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  during  the  year,  300  under 
5 years,  and  4 between  5 sJ^d  14  years,  a total  of  304^  whilst  336  children 
received  a boosting  dose. 
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The  follcMing  table  shows  the  numbers  iraimmised  during 
the  past  9 years  : 


Year 

-4 

5-14 

Total 

Boosters 

1945 

356 

12 

368 

0 

1946 

443 

16 

459 

4 

1947 

469 

9 

478 

16 

1948 

377 

9 

386 

96 

1949 

412 

0 

421 

138 

1950 

339 

27 

366 

169 

1951 

333 

29 

362 

285 

1952 

323 

8 

331 

231 

1953 

300 

4 

304 

336 

On  the  whole,  I do  not  feel  too  happy  about  tlie  question  of 
immunisation.  The  fact  that  once  again  I have  to  report  that  no  deaths 
occurred  and  that  no  cases  were  notified  should  serve  as  an  incentive  to 
parents  to  ensure  that  their  children  are  immunised  early  in  life  and 
have  their  boosting  dose  just  before  starting  school,  although  I feel 
that  the  result  of  this  continued  freedom  from  the  incidence  of 
diphtheria  may  well  be  having  the  opposite  effect  and  may  be  encouraging 
parents  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  need  for  the  protection 
given  by  immunisation.  Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth,  and  it 
is  certainly  one  of  the  prime  duties  of  every  parent  to  make  sure  that  his 
or  her  child  or  children  should  be  immunised  at  the  appropriate  times. 

The  only  real  action  required  of  the  parent  is  to  take  the  child  to  their 
own  doctor  and  request  him  or  her  to  carry  out  the  necessary  treatment, 
which  is  simple,  practically  painless  and  free  from  after  effects. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  deaths  from 
the  disease  during  the  year  : 


— 

Age 

' 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Resp. 

Non-Resp . 

Resp. 

p— 

Non-Ptesp . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

m7|~  f. 

0-1 

1 - 5 

5 - 15 

2 

15  - 25 

2 

2 

1 

25  - 35 

2 

5 

1 

i 

1 

1 

45  - 55 

1 

1 

55  - 65 

65 

1 

2 

Total 

4 

10 

1 , 

2 

1 

5 

1 
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The  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  .23  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  compared  vdth  that  for  England  and  V\Jales  (.20)  and  for 
l60  smaller  towis  ( .19) . 

Infantile  Mortality. 

During  1953 ^ 10  deaths  occurred  amongst  children  under 
1 year,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  25.7.  This  compares 
with  a rate  of  37  for  1952,  24  for  1951^  6l  for  1950  and  39  for  1949 > 
and  with  26.8  for  England  and  Wales  (.1953)* 

The  following  table  shows  the  Ward  and  sex  distribution  : 


Disease 

Cent. 

North 

N-East 

South 

, 

r 

S-East 

West 

ini  formations 

m; 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Prematurity 

1 

2 

Disease  of 
Lungs 

1 

U 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

t 

i 

2 

1 

j 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

; 

i 3 

! 2 
i 

1 

2 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  such  a substantial  reduction  in 
the  infantile  mortality  rate.  Of  the  total  (lO),  7 of  the  deaths 
occurred  before  the  infant  had  reached  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  of 
life,  three  being  due  to  prema.turity,  one  to  mongolism,  one  to 
congenital  renal  malformation,  ono  to  asphyxia  of  the  new-born,  and 
one  the  result  of  precipitate  labour. 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  1953 ■ 


England  160  smaller  towis.  Coalville  Coalville 

and  (Resident  pop, 25, 000-  U.D.  U.D. 


Wales  50,000 
Rates  per  1,000  population. 


Births : 

Live  births  15 . 5 

Still  births  0.35 

22.4(a) 

Deaths : 

All  causes  11.4 

Typhoid  and  para.  0.00 
bliooping  Cough  0.01 

Diphtheria  0,00 

Tuberculosis  0.20 

Influenza  0.l6 

Smallpox  0.00 

Acute  polio  0.01 

Pneumonia  0.55 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 


Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths : 

All  causes  under 

1 year  of  age  26.8(b) 

Enteritis  and 
diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age  1.1 


at  1951  census)  1953  • 1952. 


15:7 

15.1 

15.7 

0.34 

0.23 

0.51 

2i:4(a) 

15.2(a) 

31. 4(. 

11.3 

11.2 

10.4 

— 

0.00 

0:00 

0.00 

0,00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.19 

0.23 

0.31 

0:17 

0.09 

0.03 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

o;oo 

0.52 

0.27 

0.23 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

24.3  25:7  37.4 

0.9  0.00  0:00 


(a)  - Per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

(b)  - Per  1,000  related  live  births. 

To  make  the  death  rate  for  Coalville  strictly  comparable  mtbi 
the  rest  of  the  country,  the  figure  given  (11.2)  should  be  multiplied  by 
1,10,  the  corrected  death  rate  thus  being  12.3,  end  to  make  the  birth 
rate  strictly  comparable  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  the  figure  given 
(15.1)  should  be  multiplied  by  1.01,  the  corrected  birth  rate  thus  being 

15.2. 
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Table  sho'wing  causes  of  Deaths  and 
sex  distribution  of  Deaths  in  1953. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis , other 

6 

5 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  infections 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

I/ialignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

6 

3 

I'^ignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

11 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

7 

1 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

22 

13 

9 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

40 

11 

29 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

36 

22 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

11 

8 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

40 

24 

16 

Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

6 

9 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

7 

5 

2 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

20 

17 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

O 

u 

5 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

5 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

32 

15 

17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

5 

4 

1 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

4 

3 

1 

ALL  CAUSES 

288 

163 

125 
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AIMJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SMITARI  INSPECTOR. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Coalville  Urban  District  Council. 


Fir  Chainnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  working  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector's  section  of  the  department  for  the  year  1953 • 

Details  of  the  work  done  by  your  staff  are  set  out  under 
the  various  headings  of  the  Report. 

During  the  year  a preliminary  survey  was  made  of  the  sub- 
standard houses  in  the  area  and  the  Council  agreed  in  principle  to  the 
provision  of  housing  accommodation  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people  who 
vdll  ultimately  .be  displaced.  It  is  hoped  to  go  ahead  now  with  schemes 
of  clearance  in  order  to  remove  these  grossly  unfit  houses. 

A good  proportion  of  your  Sanitary  Inspectors'  time  is  still 
being  spent  in  meat  and  food  inspection  and  the  value  of  this  work  cannot 
be  over  emphasised.  Details  of  the  food  which  had  to  be  condemned  will 
be  found  in  the  appropriate  section  of  this  report  1 The  time  spent  on 
this  work  reduces  the  attention  viiich  can  be  given  to  other  matters,  for 
vdiatever  the  inconvenience  to  your  staff  we  have  continued  to  carry  out 
a 100^  eocamination  of  the  animals  slaughtered  for  sale  for  human 
consumption. 


Control  of  food  premises  is  always  a matter  for  some  concern, 
and  improvements  have  been  effected  in  some  cases . Food  handling, 

generally,  is  not  all  that  one  could  desire  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of 
your  staff  in  this  direction.  V'ihilst  they  are  on  the  premises  extreme 
care  is  exercised  but  one  cannot  almys  be  certain  that  there  is  the  same 
care  vdien  the  inspector  has  left.  Tliere  seems  to  be  a need  for  more 
modem  equipment  in  many  of  the  food  shops  and  a more  enlightened  approach 
to  this  problem.  Rarely  does  one  see  tongs  being  used  for  the  serving  of 
cakes,  cooked  meats  (Scc.  Such  a simple  piece  of  equipment  but  Vvhat  an 
example  it  sets  and  what  an  impression  it  creates  in  the  mind  of  the 
customer,  and  how  imch  more  hygienic  than  the  usual  me'Uiod  of  handling. 

V 

I am  happy  to  record  that  there  were  again  no  staff  changes  . 
during  the  year.  This  makes  for  continuity  of  purpose  and  for  a minimun 
interruption  in  the  working  of  the  department.  Once  again  I would  thank 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Hamilton,  for  his  continued 
co-operation  and  support,  and  the  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors,  Messrs 
Shutes  and  Davies  for  their  wholehearted  assistance  during  the  year. 
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Finally,  I 'wish  to  express  iny  appreciation  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  interest  and 
encouragement  and  to  those  officers  who  have  supplied  certa.in  of  the 
information  incorporated  in  this  Report. 


Yours  respectfully, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Municipal  Offices, 
Coal'ville. 

Ifey  1954. 
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SAI\[ITARY  ACCOLE-IODATION. 


The  sanitary  accoinmodation  in  the  Urban  area  at  the  end  of 
1953  "was  made  up  as  follows 


8510 

25 

34 

27 

120 

15 

20 

10 

4 

9 


water  closets 

privies  in  sewered  areas 

privies  in  areas  at  present  unsewered 

pails  in  sewered  areas 

pails  in  areas  at  present  ujisewered 

middens  in  sewered  areas 

middens  in  areas  at  present  unsev/ered 

dry  ashpits 

chemical  closets  in  sewered  areas 

chemical  closets  in  areas  at  present  ms ewer ed. 


During  the  year  2 privies  and  13  pails  were  abolished.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  there  are  only  25  privies  and  2?  pails 
vdiich  are  still  capable  of  being  converted  and  drained  into  the  public 
sewer.  The  remainder  are  outside  the  sewered  areas  and  until  sewerage 
facilities  are  offered  it  is  unlikely  that  there  will  be  any  great 
reduction  of  this  number. 


Generally  speaking  the  privies  and  pails  vdiich  can  be 
converted  are  mintained  in  a fair  condition  and  are  not  cases  which 
could  be  dealt  with  under  Section 46  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  offer  of  £15  per  conversion  is  not  sufficient  to  tempt  some  of  the 
owners  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  a good  deal  of  persuasion  is  often 
necessary  before  any  real  progress  is  made.  There  is  no  doubt  that  at 
the  present  time  only  in  a very  few  cases  does  £15  approximtite  one  half 
of  the  total  cost.  Sven  so  this  £15  is  a practical  contribution  towards 
the  problem  and  owners  would  be  well  advised  to  talce  advantage  of  the 
offer  viiilst  it  remains  open. 

As  previously  reported,  the  Council  have  adopted  Section 
75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  during  the  year  450  dustbins 
were  supplied  to  houses  in  the  town  to  replace  defective  ashes  accommo- 
dation. Since  the  scheme  commenced  on  1st  April,  1951  a total  of  957 
bins  have  been  supplied,  and  these  would  appear  to  be  a rea].  contribution 
to  the  amenities  enjoyed  by  ratepayers.  The  rate  charged  per  dustbin  is 
5/-S. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  particulars  given  belcjw  are  for  all  purposes,  includi.ig 
those  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report,  with  the  exception  of  rodent 
ext  ermina  ti on , 


Total  number  of  complaints  received  - 270 

” notices  served: 

(a)  fornial  63 

(b)  informal  328 

" notices  complied  with: 

(a)  formal  72 

(b)  informal  253 

Inspections  in  connection  with  :- 

Dwellinghous  es  1 , 883 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  25 

Drainage  works  490 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  76 

V/ater  supplies  41 

Smoke  observations  4 

Outworkers,  workshops,  etc.  145 

Shops  196 

Keeping  of  animals  37 

xRodent  control  63 

Refuse  storage,  collection 

and  disposal  5^7 

Schools  11 

Slaughterhouse  ^ meat  inspection  609 

Other  food  premises  562 

Bakehouses  11 

Dairies  42 

Miscellaneous  inspections  431 


5,195 


X Not  including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator. 
Additional  work  was  carried  out  as  under  : 


Milk  samples  for  T.B.  examination  42 

II  II  II  ]3r.  Abortus  " 56 

Ice-cream  samples  19 

Water  samples  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  I6 
Milk  Samples  (Metliylene  Blue 

and/or  Phosphatase  test)  99 
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The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  together  with 
figures  showing  the  nuinber  complied  with,  are  given  in  the  follovriLng 
tables  : 


PRELIMINARY 

Housing 

Others 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

137 

96 

Issued  during  year 

79 

249 

Complied  with  during  year 

64 

189 

Statutory  action  necessary 

20 

43 

Outstanding  on  31st  December 

132 

123 

STATUTORY 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

40 

51 

Issued  during  year 

20 

43 

Complied  with  during  year 

16 

56 

Outstanding  on  31st  December 

44 

38 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  institute  legal 

proceedings . 

COMfCT  LODGING  HOUSES . 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  your  district  situate 
in  the  City  of  Dan,  Whitwick.  Both  these  houses  accommodate  raa.le  lodgers 
only  and  are  owned  by  the  same  person.  They  have  a total  capacity  of 
34  beds  and  the  occupants  are  mainly  "regulars”  who  are  employed  at  local 
factories,  mines,  farms,  etc.  There  are  few,  if  any,  casual  lodgers. 

I would  again  draw  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
condition  of  one  of  these  lodging  houses  vhich  has  been  the  source  of 
much  criticism  in  previous  reports.  Steps  will  shortly  have  to  be 
taken  to  either  require  its  demolition  or  alternatively  to  ask  for  its 
complete  reconstruction.  I cannot  think  that  the  latter  alternative  is 
a practicable  proposition.  I personally  feel  ''chat  if  the  premises  were 
closed  the  occupants  would  find  accommodation  elsewl'iere. 

7,056  "lodger  nights"  were  recorded  during  the  year,  an 
average  of  19.3  lodgers  per  night,  all  males  of  full  age.  Tlie  figure 
for  1952  was  6,880.  No  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported 
during  the  year  at  either  of  these  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

s 

TSMTS,  VAI'IS  AMD  SHEDS. 

During  the  year  three  licences  were  renewed  authorising  the 
use  of  moveable  dwellings  under  Section  269  of  tlie  Public  Health  Act, 

1936.  These  premises  were  maintained  in  fair  condition. 
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Unauthorised  use  of  open  spaces  for  the  stationing  of 
caravans  continued  to  cause  concern  during  the  year.  Although  no 
serious  public  health  nuisance  was  caused  the  problem  would  be 
intensified  and  nuisance  more  likely  to  be  created  if  the  use  of  such 
land  was  not  controlled. 

Only  by  the  constant  effort  of  your  officers  was  it  possible 
to  keep  this  problem  to  a minimum.  It  still  remains  a fact  that  there 
is  an  urgent  need  for  a licenced  site  to  which  vans  could  be  directed. 
This  would  to  a great  extent  reduce  this  illegal  use  of  open  spaces  and 
enable  strict  control  to  be  exercised. 

OFFENSIVE  TI^JDES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  area. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS . ) 

) There  are  none  of  these  in  the  area. 

CANAL  boats:  ) 

SIVEM-^G  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in 
the  area  for  public  use.  The  Council's  swimming  baths  were  open  to 
the  public  from  22nd  April  to  19th  September,  1953* 

Daily  tests  of  the  water  for  chlorine  residual  and 
alkalinity  were  made,  and  bacteriological  exaiiiinations  wore  satisfactory . 

SCHOOLS . 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  in  the  area  is 
generally  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  those  few  cases  where  the 
school  buildings  themselves  are  of  unsatisfactory  type  and  construction 
and  vdiich  are  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  new  educational  scheme. 

One  school  situated  in  an  unsowered  area  still  has 
conservancy  type  closet  accommodation. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  school  closure  on  account 
of  infectious  disease  during  the  year,  nor  was  school  disinfection 
necessary. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 . 

The  following  tables  are  similar  to  those  supplied  to 
the  Mnistry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  and  give  details  of 
inspection  of  factories  and  of  defects  found  : 
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TABLE  1 

t 

Number  of 

1 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecut- 

ions 

(i) 

Factories  in  Wiich 
Sections  1, 2,3^4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

6 

2 

3 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not .included 
in  (i)  in  "which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

82 

■ 53 

— 

- 

(iii) 

Other  promises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(oKcluding  outworkers' 
premises) 

4 

7 

- 

Total 

93 

62 

3 

. 

CASES  IN  VJHICH  DEFECTS  ICTE  FOUND 


TABLE  2 

Number 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sl) 

Overcrowding  (S2) 

Unreasonable  temparature  (S3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

2 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S7) 

1 

• 

1 

(a)  insufficient 

- 

— 

— 

•• 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

2 

— 

2 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

\ 

TOTAL 

6 

2 

L “ 

3 
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The  tr.blc  shoMi  hcrouiidcr  relates  to  outworkers  and  is  a copy 
of  that  submitted  to  the  liLnistry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 


A total  of  90  visits  X'/ere  mc.de  to  outworkers  homes  during  the 
year.  In  no  case  could  esccoption  be  taken  to  the  condition  of  the 
promises . 


There  were  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  homes 
of  outworkers. 


ATIiOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


No  byelaws  arc  in  force  in  your  district  regulating  the 
emission  of  smoke. 

The  efforts  of  your  officers  continue  to  be  directed  towards 
the  reduction  of  smoke  and  dust  emitted  from  industrial  chimneys.  It 
would  be  wrong  to  say  tliat  there  has  been  any  great  iiiprovement  during 
the  year.  The  smoke  rnd  dust  is  confined  to  a few  well  known  offenders 
and  we  continue  to  bring  pressure  to  boar  with  a view  to  some  improvement 
being  effected.  We  Ivavo  every  hope  that  the  work  will  one  day  bear 
fruit. 


We  are  fully  aware  of  the  technical  difficulties  involved  in 
ma.ny  of  these  cases,  but  such  difficulties  are  made  to  bo  overcome  and 
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overcome  they  must  be.  We  shall  continue  to  press  for  a cleaner 
atmosphere  knowing  fu3JL  well  that  it  is  in  the  interests  of  everyone 
that  it  should  be  so. 


KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS . 

Control  over  premises  used  for  the  keeping  of  animals 
continued  to  be  exercised  during  the  year.  No  serious  nuisances  were 
reported  and  in  a number  of  cases  improvements  have  been  effected. 
Generally  speaking  premises  were  kept  in  a fair  condition. 

37  inspections  of  piggeries  and  stable  'premises  were  made 
during  the  year. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  by  your  Authority 
under  the  super'vision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  district 
is  systematically  inspected  for  infestations.  A charge  of  5/-s  per 
hour  plus  the  cost  of  the  materials  is  made  for  the  treatment  of  busines 
premises  but  no  charge  for  private  dwelling  houses. 

Your  Authority's  sewage  farms,  refuse  tips  and  Highways 
Depot  and  the  banks  of  streams  and  brook-courses  in  the  area  receive 
reg\ilar  attention.  Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  in  March  and 
September. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  wDrk  done 

No.  of  premises  inspected  ...  4,323 

No.  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  ...  243 

No.  found  to  be  seriously 

infested  by  mice  ...  ^ . . 26 


Tliere  were  no  major  rat  infes'tations  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

This  section  of  our  work  continues  to  have  the  whole- 
hearted attention  of  your  officers  in  an  attempt  to  imorove  the  housing 
conditions  of  the  population.  " 

The  ravages  of  time  plus  the  years  of  neglect  have  left  their 
mark  on  mai^  dwellings . A number  are  quite  beyond  repair  and  msjiy  more 
are  quite  incapable  of  being  improved  in  such  a way  as  will  give  the 
occupants  modern  amenities.  It  is  difficult  to  know  where  to  draw  the 
dividing  line  between  houses  v\iiich  should  be  demolished  and  those  v\hich 
should  be  allowed  to  remain.  A survey  of  the  area  was  made  during  the 
year  in  an  attempt  to  resolve  this  problem  and  390  houses  were  listed 
to  be  dealt  with  by  demolition  or  clearance  procedure  during  the  next 
20  years. 


64  houses  were  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action, 
a further  55  by  owners  after  the  service  of  statutory  notices  and  6 by 
the  department  in  default  of  the  owner. 

Demolition  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  4 houses  founi  to 
be  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense.  During  the  year  14  houses 
vrtiich  were  the  subject  of  demolition  orders,  closing  orders  or  under- 
takings not  to  relet,  were  vacated  and  the  occupants,  totalling  67, 
rehoused  by  the  Council. 

8 houses  were  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders 
and  3 voluntarily  by  the  owners. 

There  are  a number  of  derelict  houses  in  the  area  which  should 
be  demolished  and  the  sites  on  wiiich  they  stand,  cleared.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  houses  in  question  were  not  made  the  subject  of 
demolition  orders  at  the  time  tlicy  were  considered  as  being  totally  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  It  would  appear  that  the  Council  in  their  wisdom 
or  otherwise  saw  fit  to  accept  undertakings  from  owners  rather  than 
proceed  to  demolition.  In  no  case  were  the  undertakings  in  the  form  that 
the  owner  would  carry  out  specified  works  in  a given  period,  but  rather 
that  the  house  should  not  be  used  for  humen  habitation  once  it  had  been 
vacated.  The  buildings  are  not  being  used  in  contravention  of  these 
undertakings  and  it  is  doubtful  i^iiether  we  have  any  authority  to  determine 
them  and  proceed  to  make  demolition  orders.  The  fact  that  no  action  can 
be  taken  on  these  lines  would  appear  to  be  a defect  in  the  Housing  Act 
for  I cannot  believe  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legislators  to  allow 
derelict  property  to  remain  an  eyesore  in  this  way. 
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^ 19  cases  of  overcrov^ing  were  relieved  during  the  year 

leaving  only  2 cases  on  our  records.  ^ 


the  end  of  1953  the  number  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses  stood  at  719,  a reduction  of  175  on  the  previous  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  678  post-v/ar  houses  had  been 
conpleted  by  your  authority  (including  50  pre-fabricated  houses), 

48  by  tlie  iiast  iildlands  Housing  Association  and  210  by  private 
enterprise. 


. following  table  shows  the  defects  remedied  at  houses 

during  the  year:- 


Roofs  repa,ired  or  renewed  36 
Vi/alls  (External)  repointed,  etc.  51 
Vi/’all  plaster  repaired  90 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed  54 
Ceiling  plaster  repaired  55 
V/indows  repaired  or  r enewed  53 
Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  26 
Cooking  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  I5 
Coppers  provided  or  repaired  I7 
Sinks  or  wash  basins  provided  4 
Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  2 
Sink  waste  pipe  repaired  or  renewed  20 
Interior  water  supplies  provided  10 
Repairs  to  water  supplies  3 
Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  24 
Eaves  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  35 
Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  21 
Sashcords  provided  40 
Stairs  repaired  or  renewed  8 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed  40 
Vtoodwork  repainted  1 
Chimney  and  sta.cks  repaired  20 
Yards  and  passages  paved  or  repaired  23 
Dampness  abated  " 22 
liooms  cleansed  and  redecorated  5 
Overcrowding  abated  19 
Handrail  fixed  in  staircases  8 
Additional  ventilation  provided  3 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

The  following  bablc  shows  the  number  of  dairies  and 
distributors  registered  on  313^  December,  1953  f'-nd  the  number  of 
inspections  imdc. 


26. 


DAIRIES  (other  than  dairy  farms)  and  DISTRIBUTORS 
(Section  8,  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949). 


No.  of  Contraventions 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Found 

Remedied 

Outstanding 
on  31st  Dec. 

Dairi es 

12 

42 

1 

- 

1 

Distributors 

39  1 

152 

- 

- 

- 

Generally  speaking  the  milk  supplied  in  the  town  is  handled 
and  distributed  in  a satisia.ctory  manner,  the  greater  bulk  being  sold  in 
bottles . 


The  majority  of  the  dairies  in  the  town  are  only  used  as 
distribution  points,  milk  being  obtained  in  bottles  from  the  wholesalers 
and  ddiverod  to  the  consumers . 

There  is  one  licensed  pasteurising  establishment  in  your 
area,  the  promises  at  all  times  being  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 


Sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination  has  again 
played  its  part  in  the  activities  of  the  depc^rtment. 

The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  those  samples 


— 

— 

Unsatis  factory 

Designation 

No . of  Sairples 

Satisfactory 

No. 

Approx.  % 

Tuberculin  Tested 

13 

11 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(pasteuris ed) 

7 

6 

1 

Pasteurised 

15 

14 

1 

6% 

Sterilis  ed 

5 

5 

— 

Accredited 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Ordinary  ' 

54 

48 

6 

TOTAL 

99 

89 

10 

' 10^0 
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It  is  possible  that  before  the  end  of  1954  we  shall  be 
included  in  a Specified  Area,  at  •which  time  only  lUberculin  tested 
and  heat  treated  milks  vdll  be  permitted.  There  should  then  be  some 
reduction  in  the  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  for,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  table,  6 of  the  10  bad  sainples  were  of  ungraded  milk. 

During  the  year  42  routine  hvJJz  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  for  biological  examination.  I am  again  happy  to  be  able  to 
report  that  none  was  found  to  be  affected  with  tubercle  bacilli. 
Unfortunately  we  found  evidence  of  brucella  abortus  in  one  herd  and 
eventually  were  able  to  identify  the  affected  cow.  This  had  been 
purchased  from  an  open  market  and  had  only  been  on  the  farm  for  a 
short  period.  It  is  reasonable  to  assuine  that  it  -was  infected  at 
the  time  of  purchase.  A stoppage  notice  •was  served  under  Article 
20  of  the  Regulations  and  a claim  for  compensation  amounting  to 
£2.  8.  3d  was  met  by  the  Council. 

The  following  licences  to  deal  in  designated  milks  wore 
issued  during  the  year 

Dealers  Licences 


Pasteurised  15 

Sterilised  10 

Tuberculin  Tested  1? 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  work  of  moat  inspection  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse  and  Class  B bacon  factory  in  your  area  continued  to  be 
one  of  the  major  acti^vitics  of  the  Department.  These  premises  still- 
serve  the  Urban  Districts  of  Ashby,  .Ashby  Woulds,  Shepshed  and  Coalville 
and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Ashby  and  Castle  Donington.  The  •whole  of 
the  work  of  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  by  your  staff.  Tne 
population  covered,  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughterhouse  is  64,S53‘ 

The  following  gives  details  of  the  animals  inspected  and 
■the  weight  of  moat  condemned  etc.  during  1953  i- 

Rcgional.  Slaughterhouses  in  area  1 

Class  B Bacon  Factories  in  area  1 


Animals  slaughtered  therein  17^679 
Animals  examined  therein  17^679 
Animals  slaughtered  elsewhere  139 
Animals  examined  elsewhere  139 


Inspections  of  meat  at  time  of  slaughter  594 


Sup'plementary  Licences 

Pasteurised  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 
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DETAILS  OF  CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  COITOEIf  lATIONS . 


TABLE  A . 


! 

• Cattle 
excl. 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs  ^ 
& 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

2501 

689 

425 

9867 

4336 

17818 

Number  inspected 

2501 

689 

425 

9867 

4336 

17818 

All  diseases  excent 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

7 

11 

20 

32 

20 

Total 
wci^<;ht 
in  lbs. 

16917 

Carcases  of  v\hich 
some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

1082 

kSk 

2 

2106 

359 

38084 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  xvith  disease 
other  than  Tuber cu].os is 

43.5 

71.8 

5.2 

21:6 

8.7 

Tuberculosis  onlv 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

16 

24 

4 

26162 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

U7 

223 

- 

— 

214 

28592 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

18.5 

35.8 

- 

4:9 
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TABLE  B . 


Details  of  organs  condemned  and  reason  for  condemnation. 

Tubercular  Offal  etc 


Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Bulls 

Pigs 

Heads  and  Tongues 

9L 

114 

88 

5 

102 

Pairs  of  Lungs 

134 

l6l 

113 

8 

- 

Mesenteries  & Intest. 

71 

48 

32 

5 

122 

Stomachs 

49 

50 

18 

4 

122 

Hearts 

33 

41 

28 

- 

- 

Livers 

42 

58 

36 

1 

3 

Spleens 

38 

35 

25 

1 

122 

Skirts 

29 

37 

29 

2 

- 

Udders 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Plucks 

1 

1 

- 

- 

64 
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Non-Tubercular  Offal  etc  : - 


4 

1 

j Cov/s 

Heifers 

Steers 

Bulls 

Pigs 

1 Sheep 

Calves 

i 

L.  . 

! Lambs 

1 Heads  and  Tongues : 

Abscesses 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Actinoirtycosis 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

- 

1 

Decomposition 

- 

— 

— 

— 

124 

Dropsy 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Pairs  of  Lungs: 

Abscesses 

6 

5 

2 

Cysts 

k 

1 

2 

1 

•• 

Emphysema 

— 

— 

1 

•• 

Melanosis 

— 

2 

1 

.1.. 

Pleurisy 

23 

77 

80 

2 

— 

... 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

... 

Livers : 

Abscesses 

80 

132 

in 

6 

24 

1 

Cavernous  Angioma 

109 

39 

26 

8 

2 

.. 

Cirrhosis 

l66 

260 

164 

7 

70 

1816 

1 

Cysts 

2 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

Fatty  Infiltration 

8 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Necrosis 

5 

10 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peritonitis 

9 

24 

20 

1 

8 

— 

— 

Part  Livers : 

Abscesses 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis 

AO 

63 

35 

2 

- 

— 

- 

Skirts : 

Abscesses 

— 

6 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Peritonitis 

19 

26 

31 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Spleens : 

Abscesses 

1 

1 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Cysts 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Peritonitis 

25 

36 

49 

7 

230 

15 

- 

Hearts  : 

Abscesses 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Pericarditis 

5 

21 

13 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Stomachs : 

Abscesses 

19 

21 

14 

1 

65 

— 

- 

Peritonitis 

95 

56 

53 

7 

182 

— 

— 

Mesenteries  &.  Intest: 

Abscesses 

1 

8 

5 

2 

2 

- 

— 

Johne's  Disease 

5 

2 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

14 

14 

15 

2 

245 

1 

- 

Parasitic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Udders : 

Abscesses 

- 

1 

— 

- 

6 

- 

- 

Lactation 

- 

1 

! 

1 

- 

7 

- 

- 

Mastitis 

23 

5 I 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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Non-Tubercular  Offal  etc  : - 
(Cont 'd) 


Cows 

Heifers 

Steers 

Bulls 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Lambs 

Kidneys : 

1 

Abscesses 

4 

Mi 

2 

_ 

Cysts 

4 

M. 

Nephritis 

8 

2 

4 

mmm 

_ 

Plucks : 

Abscesses 

mm 

h' 

22 

Cysts 

— 

mm 

3 

Decomposition 

- 

— 

1 

Inflamation 

•mm 

M* 

27 

2 

Melanosis 

•mm 

1 

Parasitic 

•M 

184 

Peritonitis 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

It  will  be  ssen  from  Table  A that  109^755  lbs  or  48  Tons 
19  cwts.3Qrs.25  lbs.  of  moat  and  offal  were  condemned  during  the  year, 
a decrease  of  nearly  15  cwts  on  1952. 

There  were  some  800  fewer  animals  slaughtered  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  showed  a reduction  from  21;o  to 
18.5^  in  the  case  of  cattle  excluding  cows  and  from  42.1^  to  35 in  the 
case  of  cows. 

During  the  year  the  regional  slaughterhouse  was  improved  by  the 
provision  of  an  offal  hanging  room  and  a condemned  meat  room.  This  has 
made  inspection  a little  less  difficult  and  reduced  the  congestion  in  the 
carcase  hanging  room.  It  still  remains  a fact  however  that  carcases  are 
hung  much  too  close  together  for  efficient  cooling. 

Included  in  the  niomber  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
were  139  pigs  under  the  "Self  supplier"  scheme  of  the  Mnistry  of  Food. 

It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  owing  to  new  Mnistry  of  Food  decisions  we  are 
not  now  receiving  notice  of  slaughter  of  all  the  private  pigs.  Consumers 
should  in  their  own  interests  give  us  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the 
carcases  after  slaughter. 

In  addition  to  the  Regional  Slaughterhouse  and  the  Class  B 
bacon  factory  there  are  nine  privately  owned  and  licensed  slaughterhouses 
in  your  area.  Those  latter  are  used  solelj^  for  the  slaughter  of 
cottagers  pigs . 

38  persons  were  licensed  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 

No  contraventions  v/ere  found  during  tlie  year. 
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Under  various  legislation  affecting  food  shops,  stores, 
food  preparation  etc.  premises,  the  undermentioned  inspections  were 
carried  out 


Butchers  Shops  and  Stalls  49 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  l 
Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  22 
Grocers  ]_30 
Fried  Fish  Shop  17 
Ice-cream  premises  35 
Manufacture  and  preparation  of 

preserved  food  5 
Restaurants  and  Dining  rooms  I6 
Food  vans  and  vehicles  2 
Public  Flarkets  and  foods  tails  90 
Licensed  premises  16 
Other  food  promises  1 
Bakehouses  11 


4 written  notices  were  served  as  a result  of  these 

inspections . 


Progress  continues  to  bo  made  in  the  improvement  of  licensed 
premises  and  almost  all  are  noM  provided  with  proper  cleansing  facilities 
for  passes.  The  majority  of  licensees  make  use  of  suitable  sterilising 
agents  and  we  have  had  little  cause  for  complaint  as  to  the  inefficient 
cleansing  of  glasses. 


In  our  inspections  of  food  premises  a considerable  quantity 
of  food  was  SKamined.  The  following  is  a list  of  foods  condemned  : 


1247  Tins  Tomatoes 
18  tins  Soup 

15  tins  Spaghetti 
84  tins  Vegetables 

822  tins  Fruit 

4 tins  Apple  Puree 

1 tin  Peach  Puree 

2 Jars  Fruit 

1 tin  Mincemeat 

1 tin  Tomato  Juice 
210  tins  Milk 

16  tins  Fish 

2 tins  Nescafe 

6 bottles  Coffee  extract 
1 bottle  Anchovy  Essence 
1 bottle  Salad  Cream 

1 bottle  Tom?. to  Kttchup 

2 jars  Meat  Paste 
2 jars  Pickles 


1 jar  Piccallili 

1 tinned  Apple  Pudding 
3 Sponge  Puddings 

5 packets  Chocolate  Cake 

11  packets  Quaker  I'iacaroni 
25  lbs  Raisins 

7 lbs  4 ozs  Pork  Pies 

12  lbs  Beefsteak  Pies 

2 lbs  12  ozs  Cheese 
266  Eggs 

344  lbs  10  ozs  Tinned  Meats 
2 lbs  Sugar 
1 lb  Bacon 
1 lb  ]\Iargarine 
1 lb  Butter 
1 lb  Cooking  Fat 
87  lbs  12  oz  Biscuits 
23  lbs  8 ozs  Sausage 
100  lbs  Rabbit 
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35  lbs  Herrings  h 315  lbs 

41  Fishcakes  m 55  lbs 

504  Milk  V/alnut  Whirls  x I6  lbs 

X 4 lbs  Grade  "A"  Lamb  trimmings  x 17B  lbs 

X 15  lbs  Grade  "A"  Lamb  Legs  x 177  lbs 

X 36  lbs  Ox  Livers  x 246  lbs 

X 51  lbs  Lamb  Livers  ^ 120  lbs 

X The  Carcases  of  one  pig^  one  calf  and  one 


Grade  "A"  Beef 

Grade  "B"  Beof 

Grade  "M"  Beef 

Bone  in  Beef 

Grade  "A"  Pork 

Grade  "A"  Mutton 

8 ozs  Grade  "A”  Lamb  Loins 

sheep . 


X These  items  are  in  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the 
slaughterhouses,  as  shown  in  Table  A. 


(c)  Ice-Cream. 

Under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1936,  there  were 
registered  at  the  close  of  the  year  69  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
and  1 for  its  manufacture  and  retailing.  No  ice-cream  was  manufactured 
at  these  latter  premises  during  the  year. 

The  "Standard  code  of  practice"  for  those  premises,  adopted 
by  your  Authority  in  1947 ^ has  been  in  operation  throughout  the  year  and 
has  formed  the  basis  on  which  aH  new  applicants  for  registration  ha,ve 
been  dealt  with.  The  "code"  also  laid  down  the  official  requirements 
for  the  construction  of  vehicles  used  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  for 
the  equipment  to  be  carried  and  for  the  observance  of  hygienic  practices 
by  the  vendors. 

Generally  speaking  the  premises  from  v\hich  ice-cream  is  sold  are 
satisfactory  and  retailers  appear  to  be  fully  aware  of  the  need  for 
scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  this  important  article  of  food. 

19  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year.  17  of  those  were  placed  in  provisional  Grade  I (Methylene 
Blue  Test)  and  2 in  Grade  II. 

(d)  Adulteration  etc. 


Your  Authority  is  not  responsible  for  this  work,  the  food 
adulteration  clauses  being  administered  by  the  County  Council. 


(e)  Food  Poisoning  - Outbreaks . 

One  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year,  the 
agent  causing  the  outbreak  being  Salmonella  typhi -murium.  It  was  not 
possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 
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